
	
	 KETTLE RIVER WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN 
STAKEHOLDERS ADVISORY GROUP
MEETING #3
Thursday July 19, 2012

6:30 p.m.

Grand Forks Seniors Hall


The following are focal points and action items from a Kettle River Watershed Management Plan Stakeholder Advisory Group meeting held at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday July 19, 2012 at the Grand Forks Seniors Hall, Grand Forks, B.C.

Participants
· George Dagg, Resident at large

· Roly Russell, East Boundary Agriculture – Grand Forks & Bndry Regional Ag. Society

· Fred Marshall, Small Business Forestry – West Boundary

· Steve Babakaiff, Sion Improvement District

· Kathy O’Malley, Resident at large
· John Jewitt, Boundary Mining Association
· Grace McGregor, Electoral Area ‘C’ Director

· Irene Perepolkin, Electoral Area ‘D’ Director

· Bill Baird, Electoral Area ‘E’ Director

· Brian Taylor, City of Grand Forks

· Nipper Kettle, City of Greenwood

· Marguerite Rotvold, Village of Midway

· Mark Andison, Director of Planning and Development, RDKB

· Maria Ciardullo, Senior Secretary, RDKB – Meeting Recorder
· Graham Watt, Project Coordinator
Guests:

· John Slater, MLA, Boundary Similkameen
· Diane Thomas, Administrative Assistant to John Slater
· Carl Withler, Ministry of Agriculture
1. Welcome & Introductions
Grace McGregor, RDKB Electoral Area ‘C’ Director and Chair of the Stakeholder Advisory Group welcomed all the participants and thanked everyone for attending.  The participants introduced themselves.
2. Agenda & June 18 minutes – Review and Confirm


Moved:  Marguerite Rotvold/Sec’d: Brian Taylor
That the July 19, 2012 Kettle River Watershed Management Plan Stakeholder Advisory Group meeting agenda be adopted.
Grace McGregor introduced John Slater, MLA Boundary Similkameen.  Mr. Slater spoke on the state of the new BC Water Act.  He stated that a draft of some of the legislative components should be available in 30-60 days.  Mr. Slater applauds the Kettle River Watershed study.
Issues and Questions raised:

· When will the Province contribute funds? Province contributing directly to information on Kettle River watershed through multiple studies and participation in development of Phase 1 study.
· Is there money available for Improvement Districts? – Funds are only available for Municipalities and Regional Districts at this time.
3. Responses to Phase 1 Report

Highlights on the discussion on Summit Environmental Phase 1 Report:

· “I liked it – updated my understanding and helped link things together”

· “Good technical/hydrological report – anxious to see what we can make of it now”

· “Good to see all of the information in one place – now we can put things in perspective. This provides a good solid information base, and the foundation for a robust monitoring plan for the region.”
· Monitoring will encourage compliance;

· Errors on the report were brought up; (incomplete map, number of lakes, status of dams)

· Action item of new automatic stream flow / water quality station in Midway should be a priority
· Can a dormant water license be transferred or put in a conservation bank?

· Will the new Water Act deal with current licenses and ground water management?  Other Water Act / licence issues:

· Inter basin transfer of water.

· What is the status of the conservation reserve, the reserve for Cascade Power, and the Big White proposal? How might potential changes in type of use affect our planning decisions? Are there any opportunities for getting conservation flows from dormant licences? Are there any transboundary issues relating to the Columbia River Treaty and FITFIR? 
Graham Watt discussed the major information gaps of Summit Environmental report, which were:  

· Ground water outside Grand Forks;

· Irrigation water return;

· High elevation climate data;

· Water quality in sub basins with potential for mining;

· Riparian function;

· What is the potential to improve habitat conditions for target fish species?

Mark Andison mentioned that he and Bill Baird met at Big White regarding an automated climate station.  Big White will contribute funds in kind and so will Area ‘E’.

Diane Thomas, MLA Assistant, mentioned there are funds available for habitat restoration through the RBC Blue Water program.

Graham Watt re-iterated the recommendations from the last SAG meeting which were:

· Develop watershed population & economic development scenarios
· Review groundwater demand.  Potential switches from surface water.

· Assessment of ground water and surface water interactions for aquifers.
· Opportunities for groundwater monitoring station to be re-established at Midway community well at CL golf course
· Establish quality monitoring in key tributaries (i.e. Boundary Creek, Myers)

· Develop more information on recreational uses, both in terms of impacts and amenity use (fisheries, tubing)

· Creel surveys – update angler use

· Runs of climate & agricultural demand models (present & future)

· Radio telemetry to identify critical habitats & confirm fate of adult fish

· Organize riparian working group to collate existing knowledge and identify riparian risks and opportunities
Other Issues and Questions raised:
· Questions
· What is the impact of nutrients and contaminants from agriculture and range management on tributaries and the overall river?
· What is the impact of high water on river and fish habitat?
· What money is available for restoration opportunities (i.e. Boundary Creek)?

· Follow up with Tara White (MLFNRO)

· How are golf courses categorized in the licence assessment?

· What is the impact of new mines? 

· A: new mines / plants are zero discharge, everything is contained in lined ponds and surface runoff is diverted. In terms of water use, 30% is used in milling, trapped in tailings or evaporated, and to 70% can be re-used

· Actions
· We should note that there are numerous small lakes in the watershed, and have a table that lists them by size.

· Note small lakes inventory – paper copy potentially available in FLNRO office

· We also need a “state of dams” assessment that identifies dams and gives information on size, condition/risk assessment if known and uses.

· Key next steps / future opportunities

· Water supply

· Assess potential storage opportunities for storing and releasing on tributaries to augment late summer flow; link with City of Grand Forks discussion about power generation potential / storage options. Note potential issue with Cascade Power reserve. ( move discussion about storage options to parking lot until “Watershed Solutions” phase, once we have fully explored the issues in the next phase and understand potential future water demand
· Look at future use scenarios in OK basin study to inform our scenario analysis. Also ensure scenarios include practice change in certain sectors, i.e. change in cropping types or water-conserving irrigation, or new demands from different economic development drivers.

· What is the water available for mining activities? Boundary Mining Association can provide some estimates based on different sizes and types of operations during scenario analysis.

· Information / data clearing house

· Examine potential for RDKB/kettleriver.ca to house comprehensive repository of information and data on the Kettle River watershed.

Stakeholder Engagement Plan

Purpose – Involvement of public in support of the planning outcome.
Commitments – Inform, consult, involve, collaborate, empower. – Empower is used in the sense of increasing community’s capacity to manage the watershed effectively, 
Opportunities – Public presentations, media, public events, surveys, linking with other organizations (OBWB, CBT), open houses, PowerPoint slides, school visits.

· Use OK waterwise materials for water conservation education through local venues such as Greenwood, Rock Creek, Grand Forks Community Gardens

· Use local events to engage public one-on-one

Round Table Discussion

· Address change culturally to get the message out to the public.
· Inform water supply association – Toby Pipe, involved in the Water Act.

· Demand model update census info.

· Boundary Mining Assc. – scope of operations and consumption.

· Groundwater licensing.

· Educate the public on irrigation and changing habits.  (eg. Midway community garden)

Next SAC Meeting

The date for the next meeting is Thursday, September 6, 2012 – venue to be determined.
9.
Adjournment – 8:30 p.m.
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